Summer Home Learning
 A Level history AQA Unit 1C – THE TUDORS
Preparation work for September
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Hi All
Hopefully you have been enjoying the transition work which was set to help you immerse yourself into the world of the Tudors. It is now time to start preparing for the specific content of the course which we will begin in September. Each activity should take around an hour.
Hope you enjoy – feel free to email me if you have any questions,
Mrs Ward
What to bring in September:
· A Lever Arch file with at least 10 dividers
· Highlighters (we use these a lot in History)
· Your 2 core text books (below)
Work to be handed in, first lesson back in Sept:
· A Lever arch file with this pack and the work you have done in it for activities 1-6
· Activity 8 – your 500 word essay
· Activity 9 – your revision notes for this section of the course
The reason we are asking you to do this is because we won’t have seen how you can perform in the GCSE examinations we want a good idea of where you are so we can give you the best, most tailored support when you are starting your A Levels. This will give us a picture of your note-taking / essay writing and revision skills 
[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/61B0GWPJJDL._SX382_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg]Books to buy for The Tudors:
1. [image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51iCky3MbsL._SX381_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg]The Early Tudors: England 1485-1558 (SHP Advanced History Core Texts), by David Hudson (Author), David Rogerson  (Author), Samantha Ellsmore (Author)
2. Access to History: The Early Tudors: Henry VII to Mary I,

PLC Paper 1c: The Tudors – Henry VII Check lists:  Sept – Jan – An overview of the course as a whole

	TOPIC
	I can explain…
	Red
	Amber
	Green

	Part 1: Henry VII - Consolidation, government and domestic policy

	Summer Prep – CONTEXT – What was life like in Medieval England?
How did Henry VII come to power?

	1. Henry VII’s consolidation of power immediately after Bosworth
	· Henry VII’s character and aims
	
	
	

	2. 
	· Early actions: dating of the battle, Elizabeth of York marriage and Tudor propaganda, parliament, rewarding followers
	
	
	

	3. Dealing with early threats
	· Dealing with the nobility, rewards and sanctions
	
	
	

	
	· Dealing with early rebellions, Lovell and Stafford, Lambert Simnel and the Battle of Stoke, The De La Poles
	
	
	

	4. Government
	· Changes to National government – structure, new men, Privy Chamber, chamber system, Gentlemen of the chamber, Great Council, Council Learned, royal court and household, Parliament
	
	
	

	5. 
	· Local government: structure, JPs, importance of local control
	
	
	

	4.    Finance (domestic policy)
	· Ordinary revenue
	
	
	

	
	· Extra-ordinary revenue
	
	
	

	TEST ON SECTION 1
	RESULT:            %
	
	
	

	TARGETS: 
	



	TOPIC
	I can explain…
	Red
	Amber
	Green



	Part 2: Foreign Policy, Society & Rebellions, Trade and the Economy

	5. Foreign Policy

	· Henry’s aims
	
	
	

	
	· Relations with France and Brittany
	
	
	

	
	· Relations with Burgundy, The Netherlands and the Holy Roman Empire
	
	
	

	
	· Relations with Spain 
	
	
	

	
	· Relations with Scotland
	
	
	

	
	· Relations with Ireland
	
	
	

	
	· The impact of Marriages and Death on foreign policy
	
	
	

	6. Society &Rebellions
	· The structure of Society – the great chain of being
	
	
	

	1. 
	· The Lambert Simnel Rebellion and its foreign policy implications
	
	
	

	2. 
	· The Perkin Warbeck Rebellion and its foreign policy implications
	
	
	

	3. 
	· What did the commonwealth do if they disagreed with the government? The Cornish and Yorkshire Rebellions
	
	
	

	7. Trade and Industry, Exploration, Prosperity and depression
	· Agriculture, different types of Industry in England, cloth, coal, tin., 
	
	
	

	7. 
	· Merchant Adventurers, Hanseatic League, Navigation Acts, Intercursus Magnus and Malus, Treaty of Etaples.
	
	
	

	8. 
	· Exploration, Cabots new discoveries.
	
	
	

	9. 
	· Prosperity and depression – what impact did trade and industry have on the economy?
	
	
	

	TEST ON SECTION 2
	RESULT:            %
	
	
	

	TARGETS: 
	



	TOPIC
	I can explain…
	Red
	Amber
	Green

	Part 3: Religion, Humanism, the Arts and Conclusions 

	8. Religion in England
	· The structure of the Catholic Church, beliefs of and people in the church, religious orders, social role
	
	
	

	
	· Opposition to the established church – anti-clericalism, Lollardism and heresy
	
	
	

	
	· Humanism, the Arts; Drama, Music, art and architecture. Education
	
	
	

	9. Conclusions
	· Living graph – successes and failures of Henry VII, conclusions
	
	
	

	
	· Change and continuity, key course questions
	
	
	




ACTIVITY 1 
 Read the following information and then in the graphic organiser which follows it make notes on:
 1/ The Wars of the Roses
2/ The Reign of Edward IV
3/ The Reign of Richard III
4/ Life in late Medieval England
5/ Late Medieval Government
6/ The Feudal System
A Guide to Late Medieval History
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· The Wars of the Roses

2. The Reign of Edward IV
4. Life in Late Medieval England 
3. Richard III
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5. Late Medieval Government 
King’s Council







Great Council

5. Late Medieval Government 
Royal Household
5. Late Medieval Government 
Parliament
6. Feudal System



















As you can see, there are certain themes which run through this course, Consolidating the power of the crown and the succession, Society and the people, Government, Foreign policy, The economy, trade and exploration, as well as Religion. The Wars of the Roses meant that the nobility became very powerful and could strongly influence who was the Monarch and what they could do. It also led to something called ‘Bastard Feudalism’ where nobles paid men with jobs and patronage to support them at court and on the battlefield. Other key second order concepts we look at are causation change and continuity.
Make a list below of the problems in late medieval England:








If you inherited the throne – what would you want to change, as the monarch?








Activity 2:
Henry VII – Introduction
You may already have done this as part of the bridging work – if you have – WELL DONE – move on to Activity 3 – if not – time to do it now! 
Make notes on THE WINTER KING DOCUMENTARY:
This is an overview of Henry VII’s life and conquest of England
Watch the following documentary on youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-5FsriGn300
You need to complete the following using the information in the documentaryFamily
Background
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Bosworth
First Actions as King
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Political problems
























Activity 3:Watch this summary video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-WIiBUmRAEMake a list of the ways Henry VII consolidated his success at Bosworth and claim to the throne.
Mini-essayHow successfully did Henry VII consolidate power early in his reign? – Use the graphic organiser below ‘Consolidation & controlling the Nobility’  and in 500 words explain the different ways Henry consolidated power after the Battle of Bosworth



	H7:  Consolidation & controlling the Nobility

KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER
[image: C:\Users\nward\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.MSO\29AC5850.tmp]
	Immediate Steps to Consolidate after Bosworth
	Immediate Threats - People
	Controlling the Nobility through reward
	Controlling the Nobility through threat and punishment 
	The Order of the Garter

	
	1. Dated his reign from the day before the battle of Bosworth 
2. Had his coronation BEFORE the first Parliament sat so he claimed the throne himself rather than allowed Parliament to declare him King 
3. Applied for papal dispensation to marry Elizabeth of York and unite the two house. 
4. Created the Tudor Rose combining the Tudor and Lancastrian houses.
	1. Edward, Earl of Warwick, the nephew of Richard III (son of Clarence who was murdered by his own brother Edward IV) - imprisoned in the tower. 
2. John de la Pole, named by Richard III as heir to the throne - had sworn an oath of loyalty to Henry VII – executed after Battle of Stoke
3. Richard de la Pole – exiled
4. Edmund De La Pole – Duke of Suffolk – accused of murder ends up in exile
	1. The Order of the Garter. 
2. Offices such as Chancellor of the Exchequer to Thomas Lovell. 
3. Patronage. 
4. Positions on the King's and Great council
5. Crown lands - Henry did not hand out crown lands in order to  maximise crown revenue
	1. Acts of Attainder - forfeiting money and land and titles.
2. Bonds and recognisances - written agreements for promises of good behaviour, with a financial penalty if broken and a formal acknowledgement of a debt or obligation, which pre-existed and the promise of money if the obligation was not met. 
3. Feudal dues - making the nobility pay for wardships / marriages / livery /escheats / relief. 
4. Retaining - where nobles retain or recruit gentry to support them – H7 wanted this limited and punished those who excessively retained.  
	The Order of the Garter was established under Edward III. It was a useful way to recognise service without having to give money or lands. 
37 men received it in H7’s reign including Rhys ap Thomas (who was v. pleased) and Stanley (who felt it was slight reward for his support)

	Patronage
	Acts of Attainder
	Bonds & recognisances
	Feudal Dues
	Livery & Maintenance
	Retaining

	H7 reversed the use of patronage, he did not use it to secure the goodwill of the nobility but only gave it in reward of good service. His criteria for who should receive it was based on loyal service and not on importance / nobility so ‘New Men’ gained positions of power in government. This was essential to H7’s policy to control his government as these men did not derive power fromt heir lands but directly from H7’s patronage therefore they were loyal to him
	Parliament passed to declare a nobleman guilty of a crime against the Crown, usually treason. The noble might be imprisoned, and the attainted family lost the right to inherit lands and titles.  Reversible. 
Duke of Norfolk attainted and after Bosworth. Released and restored to the earldom of Surrey in 1489 to suppress uprising in Yorkshire. 
1485-6:28 people 
1487:28 people
1495: 24 people
	A bond recognised that a person owed a lump sum which was not payable if the condition (good behaviour) was met. 
A recognisance was when a person formally acknowledged a debt or obligation. 
Marquis of Dorset had to give a bond after his suspected involvement in the Simnel plot. It guaranteed future loyal conduct. 
Lump sums payable from bonds:
1493-4, £3,000
1504-5: £75,000
	Nobles owed H7 certain dues as King and their feudal Lord. Wardship – H7 took control of land when a minor inherited it and oversaw it until that minor came of age. He took most of the profits made from that land. So a wardship could be lucrative. 
Marriage when the king could give unmarried heirs and heiresses in marriage but at a profit for himself. 
‘Relief’ – money H7 received when inherited land was transferred. 
H7 enforced feudal dues even tho’ seen as outdated by 1485. In 1487, wardships provided Henry with just £350. By 1507, with a Master of the King’s Wards in place to enforce it, wardships were earning Henry £6,000 a year.
	1. The Act of Livery, passed in 1503 - passed in 1502, banned the keeping of private armies.
2. The Statute of Maintenance
prevented nobles from:
· Bribing judges and juries
· Frightening judges and juries into giving false decisions, by filling the court room with retainers.
· Causing riots
· Holding unlawful meetings
	1487 & 1504 H7 passed Acts against retaining – an indication of periods where he felt vulnerable (post Battle of Stoke and death of Arthur)
Evidence of H7’s success in controlling the nobility was the reduction in retaining.
Some nobles employed more ‘estate officials’ than were necessary getting round the legislation. However Lord Bergavenny was fined £5 per retained (the statutory amount) and was find £70,550 – a bankrupting amount of money. H7 even fined his own mother for retaining! H7 did not eradicate it but controlled it effectively.

	Council Learned in Law
	Court of the Star Chamber 
	Key People

	Replaced use of the Star Chamber (1487) to control the nobility. 
A ‘specialist board’. Its function was to maintain the king’s revenue and exploit his prerogative rights. 
Led by Bray until he died in 1503, then Empson & Dudley.  Historians have often seen their work as ‘shady’ due to not being recognised as a court of law and those who were summoned had no appeal.
	Brought to trial any nobles who had broken the Act of Livery and Maintenance. The Judge would be the king himself! There would be no jury. Henry himself would hear the evidence and decide a verdict. Noblemen were fined heavily, and often had their lands confiscated (this made nobles poorer, and H7 richer). Even H7’s friend the EARL OF OXFORD was fined £15,000 for breaking the Statute of Livery and Maintenance
	Reginald Bray – Council Learned
Richard Empson – Council Learned
Edmund Dudley – Council Learned
John Morton – Archbishop of Canterbury
Richard Fox - Bishop
William Stanley - Lord Chamberlain
Jasper Tudor – control of Wales
Thomas Stanley – the North
Earl of Northumberland – the North
Earl of Surrey – the North

	Summary:  - Overall, was successful. He took back all the land that had been given away by previous kings and with their power broken, he appointed nobles to important positions that he felt he could trust, so Henry was richer and safer




Medieval Kingship
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tudor government is a period in which the foundation of modern government was established. There is a significant amount of historical debate over the extent of change and continuity in the Tudor period. Listen to this podcast and make notes on the changing nature of Government under the Tudors. https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00546xd Melvyn Bragg discusses the role of the Tudor dynasty in reshaping the British state and whether their government of England laid the political foundations of our own age.
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The Wars of Roses was the turbulent
period of History that preceded the
Tudors. Part of it’s origins can be traced
back to Edward III who had five sons - a
problem I bet Henry VIII would have been
happy to have! Any way it is from Edward
IIT’s sons we get the Houses of York and
Lancaster the focal points of the Wars of
the Roses.

What happens when a very powerful king
dies and leaves a baby as the next king? A
protectorate. Henry V was a Lancastrian
king, winner of the Battle of Agincourt
and one of England’s most famous kings.

The Wars of the
Roses

Henry VI

His death in 1422 made his 9 month old
son Henry king of England and king of
France. His father had been a key player
in the Hundred Years War and England
still held a reasonable amount of territory
in France when Henry VI came to throne.
However Henry VI was not like his father
the warrior king, he preferred to spend
money establishing places of learning
such as Eton College, and therefore
during his reign England’s lands in
Normandy were lost.

Henry VI by 1450 had no son so the heir
presumptive was Richard, Duke of York.
Richard wanted to be chief minister and so in
1450 made his move but Henry VI had
appointed Edmund Beaufort, Duke of
Somerset and Margaret Beaufort’s uncle -
more about her later, to the role. Although
Richard of York had the support of the
ordinary people, the ever powerful nobles
refused to support him. He tried again in 1452
but was defeated at Dartford and became very
politicallyisolated.

However come 1453 things were about to
change for Richard of York. In mid-1453
England’s control of Gascony in France was
lost. Perhaps it was the stress of this and other
factors that plunged Henry VI into a catatonic
state which withdrew him from the world. For
15 months Henry VI couldn't communicate
with another living soul. This was an massive
opportunity for Richard as he was invited to
join the council and made Protector whilst
Henry VI was ill. In this role Richard’s key
allies were the Earl’s of Salisbury and
Warwick, from the powerful Neville

family. During Richard’s protectorate Queen
Margaret gave birth to a son, Prince Edward,
which meant Richard was no longer heir
presumptive. Henry VI recovered in early
1455, the Duke of Somerset regained power
and Richard of York and the Earl’s of
Salisbury and Warwick withdrew from court.
Richard was worried that Somerset would
attack him so he decided to make the first

move.

The Battle of St Albans was the first battle of
the Wars of the Roses. Henry VI's forces lost
and several of his key supporters, the Duke of
Somerset and the Earl of Northumberland
were hacked to death in front of him. Henry VI
suffered a second mental collapse and Richard
of York became Protector. The following year
Richard’s protectorship ended but Richard
remained as chief minister for several months
before being removed from power.

The country settled into an uneasy truce for
the next two years and in March 1458 “love
day” was staged at which the sons of the
victims of the Battle of St Albans and the
victors publicly made peace. All seemed well.
However hostilities restarted in October 1459
when Acts of Attainder were passed against
Richard of York and his supporters. An Act of
Attainder meant that their lands were
confiscated. The only way Richard could regain
his lands was through war. The Wars of the
Roses then began in earnest.
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1 The Wars of the

Richard’s victory at the Battle of Northampton in 1460 was partially due to the
support of the Earl of Warwick, a powerful nobleman who was gaining a
reputation as a key player in the wars. Henry VI was captured and Richard and
Warwick returned to London with the king where they summoned parliament to
remove the Acts of Attainders. With Richard's power restored, Henry was to
remain king but Richard was to be his heir not Henry’s seven year old son,

Prince Edward.

Richard’s triumph over the Lancastrians
was short lived. At the Battle of Wakefield,
Richard and his son Edmund were killed.
The leadership of the House of York, now
fell on Richard’s son Edward who became
the Duke of York. Edward of York entered
London on 27th of February as the Queen
Margaret (Henry VI's wife) had withdrawn.
In early March 1560 Edward of York
declared that Henry VI had forfeited his
right to the crown and became Edward IV.

Edward consolidated his power with a
victory in the Battle of Towton, one of the
bloodiest battles of the Wars of the Roses.
Henry VI, Queen Margaret and fled to
Scotland. July 1465 Henry VI was captured

and put in the Tower of London.

The Touses of Lancagter and Bork

1377-1399 Mortimer
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dau. of Emp. Charles IV
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dau. of Chaxles VI ‘m. Eleanor
of France Holland
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% m. Margaret Holland Edward  Richard

Bohun | 1399-1413 g Bbvert  Richand
‘—| York  Cambridge
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Thomss  John  Humphey dau. of Roger
Feny Y, Dueof Dukeof Dukeof oM Mortimer
i Cathene Clrence  Bedford Gowesr DUl
of France (2)=—— Owen Tudor . Margaret Richerd
‘Eaxl of Richmond Beauchamp Duke of
York
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Woodville | 14611483  1483-1485  Earof  Dukeof
Rulend  Clkarence

Henry VIl = Elabeth  Edvard V Richard
14851509 1483 Duke of York.
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9  The Reign of
Edward IV

On of the most important things a king can do for his country is to provide it with an
heir. A smooth succession could end the Wars of the Roses. Marriage for monarchs
were often arranged for political reasons and not love matches. Edward IV needed to
secure his throne by a good marriage. The Earl of Warwick, now a major power in
English politics, began conducting negotiations with France for Edward to marry a
French princess. However in 1465 unbeknownst to Warwick, Edward IV secretly
married an English lady, Elizabeth Woodville. This marriage had wide ranging
consequences as it elevated not only Elizabeth but also her family to a much higher
rank and status, so much so that they became known as the New Yorkist's and their
power rivalled that of the Earl of Warwick and the Neville's.

The resulting power and influence of the Woodville family’s rise impacted on

Edward IV’s foreign policy. Edward IV married his sister Margaret to Charles the
Bold of Burgundy in 1468. She became Margaret of Burgundy and she will feature

prominently in the reign of Henry VIIL. As a result of the Woodville’s growing
influence with Edward IV, his relationship with the Earl of Warwick began to
deteriorate. Warwick saw himself as a “king maker” a felt his power was being
usurped. Conflict broke out between Warwick and Edward IV in the summer of

1469 where at the Battle of Edgecote, Warwick’s forces overwhelmed Edward IV’s
and Elizabeth Woodville’s father was executed. Warwick captured Edward IV three

days later. Edward was released in late September and continued to rule.

Warwick rose up again in 1470 but his forces were suppressed and he fled
abroad to join Queen Margaret (wife of Henry VI) in exile. In August 1460
Edward and his forces had to go north to put down a rebellion by Warwick’s
supporters. Meanwhile Warwick and the Lancastrian forces landed in the West
Country where lots of nobles supported Henry VI. Edward IV and his family
were forced to flee abroad. On the 7th October 1470 Henry VI was restored to the
throne but he was a fragile man and he only remained on the throne until March
1471 when Edward IV regained the throne after the Battle of Barnett. Warwick
was killed in the battle. On 21st May 1471 Henry VI was put to death.

For the next 12 years England was relatively peaceful under the rule of Edward
IV, until his untimely death in 1483 leaving his 12 year old son Prince Edward
was his heir.

Edward IV
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3 Richard III

Prince Edward was only 12 at the time of his father’s death. In 1473 his father decided
Edward should take up residence at Ludlow Castle in the Welsh Marches in order to
begin his education in how to be king. Earl Rivers, the queen’s brother was governor of
the prince’s household. On two previous occasions Edward IV had made arrangements
for the fact that his heir was a minor. In 1475 he made his first written will before he
left England to fight against France — he said Elizabeth was to be one of 8 counsellors
chosen from bishops and nobles to rule for the king in a regency council. In his final

By June 1483, Richard, Duke of
Gloucester was manoeuvring
himself into position to be king of
England.16™ June the Gloucester
sent a deputation to Westminster
Abbey requesting Richard Duke of
York should join his brother
Edward V in the Tower of London

Tower of London. Queen Elizabeth
agreed. Richard, Duke of
Gloucester then made his
intentions clear, he planned to
denounce the legitimacy of Prince
Edward and Richard Duke of York
on the grounds that the marriage
of Edward IV and Elizabeth

Woodville was never legal and put

days he amended this but it is not clear what changes were made. It is far from clear
whether Edward left the role of Protector to his younger brother Richard, Duke
of Gloucester rather than Elizabeth Woodville.

News of the death of Edward IV didn’t
reach Ludlow until 14t April and the
royal party did not leave until the 24th,
Earl Rivers had agreed to meet Gloucester
at Northampton so they could both
process (journey) to London with the new
king together. On 30t April, Richard
Duke of Gloucester was visited by Earl
Rivers at an inn in Stony Strafford. The
Duke of Buckingham, a close ally

of Richard of Gloucester, arrived and
joined Gloucester and Rivers for a meal.
After Rivers left to return to the king who
was lodging in Grafton Regis, Gloucester
and Buckingham planned their next

move.

15t May Gloucester arrested Earl Rivers
and his three most loyal companions — Sir
Thomas Vaughan, Sir Richard Hawte, Sir
Richard Grey- sent to Pontefract Castle
until their executions on 25t June. Queen
Elizabeth fled to sanctuary at
Westminster Abbey with her remaining
children, Dorset, and her brother Lionel,
Bishop of Salisbury. 4t May Edward V,
Gloucester and Buckingham entered
London. After a meeting of the council
Richard Duke of Gloucester was

confirmed as protector.

to help him prepare for his

himself forward as the rightful

coronation. It was tradition that king.

new king’s spent at least the night

before their coronation at the

In order to legitimise his Claim to the throne,
on 22" June Friar Ralph Shaw delivered a
sermon at St Paul’s cross praising Gloucester,
and told of the pre-contract concluding that
the protector was entitled to rule. 25™ June
Richard Duke of Gloucester orders the
execution Earl Rivers, Sir Thomas Vaughan,
Sir Richard Hawte, Sir Richard Grey, all of
whom were either members of the Woodville
family or supported them.

25 June an assembly of the Lords and most
of the House of Commons gathered at
Westminster. Buckingham presented a
document listing the evils of the Woodville
family — ensnaring Edward IV by sorcery
when he was already under contract to
another woman. The petition begged Richard
to take the crown.

26t June Buckingham read the petition at
Baynard’s Castle to a large crowd. Gloucester
appeared on battlements and was hailed as
Richard III. He then rode by horse to
Westminster Hall and sat in the royal seat at
the Court of the King’s Bench. He declared
that his accession to the throne should be
dated from 26™ June. The whereabouts of the
Princes in the Tower were unknown and it
was this coupled with resentment from other
Yorkists at Richard II's actions whilst on the
throne that led to the build up to the Battle of
Bosworth in August 1485, where Henry
Tudor defeated Richard III and became
Henry VIIL.
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4 Life in Medieval
England

In England by 1485 there are areas of the country which would look familiar to
us, hilly mountainous and wild areas, but in every other respect life was
unrecognisable. The total population was 3 million- 90% very rural communities.
Towns were small (Norwich 12,000) and London was by far largest, nothing else
comes close, 60,000- cramped, over-crowded. Larger urban settlements were not
evenly distributed- some very small settlements assumed considerable

importance as centres for local government and for markets and fairs.
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4  Lafe in Medieval
England

Religion

Religion was a huge part in every level of 15t century society's life. The church was

the most important building in a community and often one of the few buildings built in

stone. Everyone went to church. The church would provide help for the poor and the

sick and monasteries were one of the few places that offered medical help. Priests

were seen as almost semi-divine as they were the main method of communicating with
God. Catholic church led by the Pope and the Church held vast quantities of land and

wealth, they were the second biggest landowner in England.

Agriculture

Farming played a huge role in late
Medieval life. What could be produced
depended on the terrain. In southern
England and in some parts of the
Midlands, arable farming was common. In
the hilly areas livestock was the more
common form of farming. Woodlands were

important as was fishing.

The most common form of arable farming
was strip farming. Local land owners gave
their tenants strips of land to work. There
was no guarantee that your strips would
be in the same field or that the land
would be of the same quality. Most

villages had common land where they

could graze their animals. However in the
15th century there was concern over
enclosure. Strips of land would be joined
together to form large fields which were
then mostly used to graze sheep on. It was
particularly popular in parts of the
Midlands and often tenant farmers lost
their land. Sometimes the common land
was enclosed too which meant that there
was no where for the villagers to graze
their animals. This led to rural

depopulation and an increase in poverty.

Economy

England’s major industry in the 15th
century was the cloth industry. It
accounted for nearly 80% of England’s
exports. Different sizes and types of
cloth were exported mainly to
Antwerp in the Netherlands but also
to Spain and the Holy Roman Empire.
Most of the trade was controlled by
the Merchant Adventurers from
London who would export wool and
cloth and import foreign goods.
English wool and cloth was in a very
high demand from both at home and
abroad as it was such good quality. A
monarch could make a lot of money
from this due to customs duties which

were taxes on goods entering and
leaving the country.

The best kind of cloth came from the
western half of the country. Woollen
cloth was made by hand eitherin a
peasants cottage or in a cloth
merchants workshop. IT was rare
that anyone made cloth full time.
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5 Late Medieval Government

The King's Council

Its role was to advise the king and make decisions for example if the king wanted
to go to war he might ask the council for their opinions on his aims and reasons

for going to war. The council could not veto anything the king wanted to do — his
word was law. It could make decisions on particular issues where the king had

laid out general policy. They could step in and act as a court of law in quarrels
between nobles which affected law and order. It was vital that the king

controlled it and not allow factional fighting. The king had to be seen to select
councillors to achieve a balance between factions. He needed to recognise when

one nobles land gave him higher social standing than other nobles.

The Great Council

Summoned in times of crisis — larger
number of nobles. The aim might be to
rally support for the king or to
demonstrate that the king had
recovered authority after a rebellion.
Under extreme circumstances the
council might rule without the king, for
example if the king was a child. It was
made up of ‘natural councillors' who
were appointed because they were
great nobles — expected to be consulted
by the king but did not always attend
regularly. If the magnate felt his
interest were secure he might not
attend but if he felt that they were
being threatened he might need to be

on the council to protect himself. The
largest group of members were
churchmen — Archbishops, bishops,
abbots and senior clerics. The benefits
being that they were well educated and
useful as administrators and also in
theory not supposed to be bound by
family ties and loyalty. Judges were

also frequently councillors.




image11.png
5 Late Medieval
Government

The Royal Household

The role of the Royal Household was to fed, clothe and entertained the king. The
king’s chamber was his living quarters and access to these rooms was highly
restricted. The king needed secretary and clerks of the signet near to draw up
documents. Lord Chamberlain supervised work of the chamber and controlled

access to the king. Access to the king meant more power and influence.

Parliament

Parliament was called by the King
when needed. It was made up of House
of Commons and House of Lords.
House of lords = Lords Spiritual —
senior churchmen and Lord Temporal
— b senior ranks of nobility — Barons,
Viscounts, Earls, Marquesses and
Dukes. House of Commons- knights -2
elected for each county and burgesses
elected by towns. Right to vote in
towns only possessed by aldermen and

councillors
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6 The Feudal System
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Feudal Pyramid of Power

One element that helped the king control the country was the Feudal System which
was brought to England from France with the Norman invasion in 1066. Feudalism
was a contract between king and his nobles. The feudal contract rested on the idea that
the entire country belongs to the king. The king offered lands to his chief supporters —
magnates- land which they held as tenant in chief. In return they had to provide a
specified number of men at arms whenever the king needed them.

By 1400 it became established that legally those lands belonged to the magnate not the
king. The land would only go back to the king if the magnate was found guilty of
treason which would lead to Parliament passing an act of attainder which forfeited the
lands. Act of attainder was passed by parliament when a magnate was found guilty of
treason and his lands were forfeited. Because of the Wars of the Roses there was very
few of these great noble families left which would make things easier for Henry Tudor
in the long run.

Another way of controlling the people
was Bastard Feudalism which meant
accepting money instead of land when
entering into a feudal contract. In
exchange The king or nobleman might
demand military support from

retainers but also used to secure the

services of lawyers and administrators.

By offering money instead of land the
nobleman could have more retainers
and expand his network of influence
among the local gentry and build
support. The local gentry would expect
to rely upon their ‘good lordship’ for

assistance in quarrels legal or
otherwise. A magnate might offer a
retainer his ‘livery’ — a badge or
uniform that showed who was allied

with whom.




image13.jpeg




image14.jpeg




image15.jpeg




image16.jpeg




image17.jpeg




image18.jpeg
Great Watching

Great Hall B

Presence Chamber Privy Chamber |~ Bedroom

Coser
Gl

Public Chambers ivy Chambers | Secret Lodgings





image19.jpeg




image20.jpeg




image21.jpeg




image22.png




image23.jpeg
Tudor-Stuart England, 1485-1714 CE

Map of Reformation Europe, from Lynn Hunt, The Making of the West, Volume I, 3¢ edition.

¥





image24.jpeg




image25.jpeg




image1.png




image2.jpeg
] g LI

FHEBARLY
TUDOR





