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‘If you have tears, prepare to shed them now’ (Shakespeare, Julius Caesar, 111.2).

That (if maybe not quite so poetically expressed) was the heads-up | had from Mrs Samuels my PA, before reading the
responses to my ‘Thank a Teacher Day’ email earlier this week. We were deeply touched by all the lovely things you said —
and | return the thanks to you for them all. As some of you pointed out, there has been some negativity towards the
profession in some quarters in recent days as the debate about reopening schools has come to a head, and it was
immensely heartening to hear that we are getting it right for many JCoSS families. And yes, | shed a tear or two!

We know the struggles families are facing, and we surely know that we are not getting everything right — not just because
different students want different things, but because we make mistakes and misjudgements. What | do know is that any
shortcomings are not down to laziness, or lack of imagination: the energy being put in by staff is as huge as ever, and as
we prepare to move to a new phase of inviting small numbers back into school the spirit of innovation is as strong as ever.

If we hoped — or feared — that leading a closed school might be less work than running an open one, we were wrong.
Finessing the online offer, quality assuring public exam grades, redesigning the admissions criteria, planning the logistics
of reopening are all new excitements, while we have had to move online both the normal seasonal activities such as
teacher recruitment and writing the timetable, and the less seasonal ones such as planning applications and capital
funding applications, or considering a student request that as a school we declare a climate emergency. As many are
finding in all walks of life, | appear to have missed the modules of teacher training that must have covered all this stuff.

But back to the tears. | have to repeat my opening line: if there are any left, the pages that follow will surely get them
flowing again. They record a humbling and extraordinary outpouring of kindness, generosity, imagination and energy on
the part of students, parents and colleagues, responding to the challenges and opportunities of lockdown in so many
different ways. Most of you will have heard me say from the platform at Open Day that we would rather put humanity at
the centre of our mission as a school and watch the academic outcomes follow, than put the exam stats there and risk
losing the humanity. If we ever needed evidence of that humanity, that Menschlichkeit which we seek to encourage, here
itis in all its glory.

| am so proud of all that is being offered, risked, ventured and achieved, and | commend to you also yesterday’s JCast
(sent via Insight), the first one recorded by students, namely Millie Bryk and Milly Ash whose successes in the ‘PaleS Pitch’
competition featured in a previous newsletter. We have a school full of wonderful human beings who give us hope for the
future, sorely needed before the pandemic and even more so now. There are | know other achievements that have not
made these pages, and many more of us (myself included) for whom just getting to the end of another day sometimes
feels like all the heroism we can muster. | salute the efforts of all in their different situations and encourage you to take a
step back and congratulate yourselves, without guilt or shame!

In normal times this would be the moment in the year to bid a farewell to students in Year 13 and their families. They
were from the womb of JCoSS ‘untimely ripped’ (more Shakespeare, this time Macbeth, V.8) but | nevertheless take this
opportunity to thank them for everything they have contributed to this community over their 7 or 2 years here, to wish
them every success in the coming months (not as much in their own hands as it usually is at this point) and hope that they
carry a little piece of JCoSS in their hearts in their lives ahead — as we will treasure them in ours.

Chag Shavuot Sameach and (whatever it may mean to say so) a good half term to all.

Patrick Moriarty
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VI S 0 r A r m y Many JCoSS students and their families have been making visors for frontline NHS

Top left to right: Mrs Foster and daughter Sara (Y8), Mrs Beale,
Harry Abrahams (Y8), Georgia (Y10) and Brianna (Y8) Ryb,
Ella Leboff (Y9), Ava (Y11) Lara (Y10) and Alex (Y7) Gubbay,

Eitan Ansher (Y7), Mrs Hirshler and sons Sami (Y8) and Jacob
(Y10).
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JCOSS Staff .. what they have been up to in their spare time...

Mrs Rice, our school
librarian is
volunteering at the
Trussell Trust
Foodbank based at
St Peter's in New
Barnet and is helping
with packing food
bags for clients.

On the 7 May, 22 members of the mainstream SEN team
gathered for a quiz on Zoom. Not only was it so great to have
everyone together again (if virtually), but we also raised £75
for charity. The four winners - Miss Hirschkorn, Miss O'Dea,
Ms Tolosa and Mr Davey - collectively decided to donate the
money to Crisis, providing vital care and support for
homeless people who have been particularly vulnerable and
isolated due to the pandemic.

Thank you so much to Miss Jordan and Miss Compton for
expertly organising the quiz. It really lifted all our spirits
during this strange time.

Mr Davey

Mrs Reuben, Trips co-ordinator, is part of the ‘Made with
Love Chicken Soup Run’ cooking for elderly and vulnerable in
the North London community.

They provide

chicken soup with veg,
knedlach, croutons,
challah, fruit salad and a
dessert every Friday.
Please do get in touch if
you know of anyone
elderly or vulnerable who
is in need of some home
cooked food once a week.
They would love to help.




JCOSS Staff .. what they have been up to in their spare time...

Mrs Levin has become a NHS responder as a telephone
assistant to ‘check in and chat’ to people who have been
asked to shield and could be feeling lonely.

If you or anyone you know is self isolating or shielding
and needs a friendly ‘chat’, they should call
0808 196 3646

Mrs Lethbridge, didn’t let the cancelled London
Marathon get in her way. Instead, she ran the same
distance (26.2miles) on her treadmill on the same day
(26th April) to raise money for Norwood, the charity she
was originally going to run for. They have deferred her
place, so she will run it for real in April 2021.
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.l COSS Staff .. what they have been up to in their spare time...

| don't think | ever anticipated lockdown keeping me quite so busy. Alongside my time spent with online teaching
and music-making, myself and my partner came up with the ingenious idea of baking - it's funny no one else in the
country had this idea either...

We began simply by baking some oatmeal and raisin cookies and when we had eaten too much ourselves, we
decided to take the rest to our local ambulance station as grab-and-go snacks. What started as a one-off bake soon
turned into a bigger project as we continued to see videos of ICU nurses struggling to find essential food supplies in
supermarkets in between long and tiresome shifts. This led us to collaborate with a super talented young Chef,
Charlie Dlima and the incredible team, 'You Donate, We Deliver'. A month in, and we have now become the
Secondary Hub to this operation and we are now producing (at our kitchen facility in Mill Hill School) 600 meals each
day in contribution to this local project, which is now serving to NHS workers in 31 wards across 26 local Hospitals as
well as Ambulance hubs.

It’s safe to say we’re both overwhelmed and proud of what we have been able to do so far. I’'m so grateful to my
amazing colleagues who have so generously donated to our cause.

Miss Berg

&
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Now let’s hear from some of our a maZi ng StUdentS

Bella Howe (Y8) ‘broke the internet’ with her Bat Mitzvah Lucy Jackson (Y8) has been making rice crispy cakes for

portion on April 18 with over 1000 people trying to join. the workers at Barnet hospital as well creating and
She was simply brilliant and, as far as we are aware, the selling bracelets to people all over the country to raise
first Zoomitzvah for a girl in the Reform Movement. money for the NHS. She has set up a Just Giving page
so that people receiving bracelets can donate what
Bella’s family were keen to share this, simply because they would like/think it is worth. 100% of the money is
whilst adapting to the new normal, Bella, as well as her going straight into the Hertfordshire covid-19 fund.

peers, have also had to adapt around lifelong goals too.

Nate Finestone (Y9) delivered a large donation of food
to Barnet General Hospital, (and while he was there
bumped into former JCoSS LSA Sabrina Barclay, who
works in Radiography). It was all the stock from his p-t
drama school's tuck shop, so lots of high energy snacks,
which were very gratefully received.
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JCoSS Students being Mensch’s

Ella Philip (Y12) has been
delivering meals to the elderly
for Jewish Care.

Matthew (Y7) and Sophie Page
(Y10) have been amazing kids,
bringing food and drink

and leaving

it outside

the door

whilst mum

is in isolation
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JCoSS Students getting creative

As part of an initiative by Adobe to
honour keyworkers across the
world, Ella Morris Y8 submitted a
digital painting using Adobe Fresco
of her mum who is a key worker.
This artwork was show-cased on
the Adobe website.
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Millie Morris Y7 is pictured with
her drawing for the NHS. Millie and
her

brother

Zack (Y11)

have also

been

getting

involved

in other

projects.

Ben Berman Y7 drew this poster
for his window to support the
NHS.
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JCoSS Lockdown Art Gallery
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Left to right: Charlotte Fitzpatrick Y7, Chloe Lever Y9,
Maddie Noah Y8, Michal Guterman Y9, Gilly Baum Y7,
Ben Genish Y9, Ellie Jackson Y7, Amy Freedland Y8,
Dana Thomas Y8, Rory Slagter Y8



In other News...

Izzy (Y9) and Ashleigh Franks (Y7) and family
rediscovering the simple things, with their walk in
Epping Forest.

Sam Gold (Y11) has learnt to clean the bathrooms
— as well as other parts of the house — during
lockdown and has been doing a really good job
with them as part of his daily chores.
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George Leach (Y9) and brother Louis getting a
Chemistry lesson from their mum!




.l COSS Pa re ntS what they have been up to in their spare time...

Sascha Keates

shaved her head

and received donations
to help the

NHS frontline staff.

NHS |

Barts Health
NHS Trust
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Lea Jagendorf, Gabriel Griffith (Yr 11)’s

mum was contacted by a doctor who had
found that some patients on the Covid ward,
especially those with English as a second
language, had difficulty understanding
doctors' advice that lying on their front and
side can ease breathing. She asked if | could
help communicate this visually and now these
graphics are used in East London hospitals in
10 different languages. Who knows? Maybe
graphic design will save a life?




| @JCoSS_Wellbeing
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