A-Level: Recommended Films
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To give you an overview of some films relevant to A-level, see if you can watch a selection of the following between now and the start of Y12. 

We refer to many of these throughout the course:





Additionally, as part of the course you are required to watch at least 80 minutes’ worth of short films. These films are important, as they will influence your coursework. 

Try and see if you can find some of these:

· Meshes in the Afternoon (Deren, US, 1946) 14’ 
· La Jetée (Marker, France, 1962) 28’ 
· La Ricotta (Pasolini, Italy, 1963) 34’ 
· The Grandmother (Lynch, US, 1970) 34’ 
· A Girl’s Own Story (Campion, Australia, 1987) 26’ 
· Elephant (Clarke, UK, 1989) 39’ 
· The Wrong Trousers (Park, UK, 1993) 30' 
· When the Day Breaks (Forbis/Tilby, Canada, 1999) 09' 
· About a Girl (Percival, UK, 2001) 09' 
· Wasp (Arnold, UK, 2003) 24' ( RECOMMEND AS THE FIRST ONE TO WATCH
· High Maintenance (Van, Germany, 2006) 09' 
· Connect (Abrahams, UK, 2010) 05' 
· Night Fishing (Park, South Korea, 2011) 33’ 
· Pitch Black Heist (Maclean, UK, 2012) 13’
· Curfew (Christensen, US, 2012) 19' 
· Swimmer (Ramsay, UK, 2012) 18’ 
· The Gunfighter (Kissack, US, 2014) 09'
· Stutterer (Cleary, UK, 2015) 12'.
*The number at the end of each film indicates its duration*
Classics





A Trip to the Moon (Méliès, 1902)


Citizen Kane (Welles, 1941)


Double Indemnity (Wilder, 1944)


Once Upon a Time in the West (Leone, 1968)


2001: A Space Odyssey (Kubrick, 1968)


The Godfather (Coppola, 1972)


Jaws (Spielberg, 1975)


The Shining (Kubrick, 1980)











British





A Matter of Life and Death (Powell/Pressburger, 1946)


Psycho (Hitchcock, 1960)


Kes (Loach, 1969)


Secrets and Lies (Leigh, 1996)











World





A Bout de Souffle (Godard, 1960)


Mirror (Tarkovsky, 1975)


Cronos (Del Toro, 1993)


Three Colours Blue (Kieslowski, 1993)


Son of Saul (Nemes, 2015)

















In terms of reading, pick up a copy or two of Sight and Sound magazine – this is a serious monthly film publication by the BFI





Miscellaneous





Saturday Night Fever (Badham, 1977)


Eraserhead (Lynch, 1977)


Koyaanisqatsi (Reggio, 1982)


Reservoir Dogs (Tarantino, 1992)


The Thin Red Line (Malick, 1998)


Senna (Kapadia, 2010)

















