
JCoSS LRC: Year 12 & Year 13 Recommended Reading 
 

                            
 

Prose  
(Also try other titles by the same author) 

Pre 1900 
Jane Austen   Persuasion/Pride and Prejudice               
Anne Bronte  The Tenant of Wildfell Hall                        
Charlotte Bronte  Jane Eyre                                     
Emily Bronte   Wuthering Heights                     
Kate Chopin   The Awakening                                   
Wilkie Collins   The Woman in White/ The Moonstone                         

    Joseph Conrad   Heart of Darkness                         
Charles Dickens   Bleak House/Great Expectations        
George Eliot   Middlemarch                                           

    E M Forster  A Room with a View                              
Thomas Hardy   The Mayor of Casterbridge/ 

Tess of the d’Urberville                 
Henry James   Washington Square                             
Mary Shelley   Frankenstein 

    Robert Louis Stevenson  The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr  
                                              Hyde 

Bram Stoker  Dracula                                                 
Jonathan Swift   Gulliver’s Travels                          
Leo Tolstoy    Anna Karenina                                
Anthony Trollope  The Warden                                         
H G Wells   The War of the Worlds                              
Oscar Wilde   The Picture of Dorian Gray                         

1900 - 1950 
Albert Camus   The Outsider                                
Daphne Du Maurier  Rebecca  
F Scott Fitzgerald  The Great Gatsby   
   /Tender is the night 
Stella Gibbons   Cold Comfort farm   
Graham Greene   Brighton Rock                                       
L P Hartley   The Go Between                                   
Aldous Huxley   Brave New World                    
Jack Kerouac   On the Road                                 
D H Lawrence    Lady Chatterley’s Lover/The Rainbow  
Primo Levi   If This is a Man                              
George Orwell   1984                                                               
John Steinbeck   Cannery Row/Of Mice and Men        
J R R Tolkien   Lord of the Rings                                    
Evelyn Waugh   Brideshead Revisited                       
Edith Wharton   The Age of Innocence                           
Virginia Woolf   Orlando/Mrs Dalloway                              

1950-2000 
Isabel Allende   The House of the Spirits                             
Angela Ashworth  Once in a House on Fire                           
Margaret Atwood  The Handmaid’s Tale                              
Kate Atkinson Behind the Scenes at the Museum     
 Iain Banks The Wasp Factory  
Ray Bradbury      Fahrenheit 451                                                                                                                                             
Anthony Burgess  A Clockwork Orange     
A S Byatt   Possession                      
Angela Carter   The Bloody Chamber 

/The Magic Toyshop     
Tracey Chevalier   The Girl with a Pearl Earring             
Paul Coelho   The Alchemist                                                    
Brett Easton Ellis  American Psycho                                          
Sebastian Faulks   Birdsong  
Joseph Heller   Catch 22 

Susan Hill   The Woman in Black                                       
Kazuo Ishiguro   Remains of the Day 
Thomas Keneally  Schindler’s Ark 
Ken Kesey   One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest   
Harper Lee   To Kill a Mockingbird                                            
Ian McEwan  Enduring Love 
Gabriel Garcia Marques  Love in the Time of Cholera                                              
Vladimir Nabakov  Lolita                                                      
Chuck Palahniuk   Fight Club                                               
Sylvia Plath   The Bell Jar  
Terry Pratchett   The Colour of Magic (Discworld 1)  
Philip Roth   American Pastoral                                          
Arundhati Roy   The God of Small Things                             
J D Salinger   Catcher in the Rye                                
Bernard Schlink   The Reader                                      
Patrick Suskind  Perfume 
Graham Swift   Waterland                                                  
Alice Walker    The Color Purple                                      
John Williams   Stoner  
Jeannette Winterson  Oranges are not the only Fruit 
John Wyndham   The Day of the Triffids 
Richard Yates   Revolutionary Road                                                          

Post 2000                Modern Fiction 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  Americanah 
Naomi Alderman  The Power 
Margaret Atwood  The Testaments                                
John Banville   The Sea                                                      
Julian Barnes   The Sense of an Ending                           
Eleanor Catton   The Luminaries                             
Emma Donahue   Room                                                        
Helen Dunmore   The Lie  
Bernadine Evaristo  Girl, Woman, Other  
Micahel Frayn   Spies                                                 
Khaled Hosseini A Thousand Splendid Suns                                

/The Kite Runner 
Howard Jacobson  J   
John Le Carre   The Constant Gardener                      
Andrea Levy   Small Island                                               
Ian McEwan   Atonement                                               
Hilary Mantel   Wolf Hall                         
Yann Martel   Life of Pi                                              
Cormac McCarthy  The Road                                                  
Toni Morrison   Beloved                                                  
Kate Mosse   Citadel                                                 
David Mitchell   Cloud Atlas                                                
Audrey Niffenegger  Her Fearful Symmetry/                      

The Time Traveller’s Wife  
Maggie O’Farrell   The Vanishing Act of Esme Lennox           
Sally Rooney   Normal people                                          
Salmon Rushdie   Midnight’s Children                                 
Vikram Seth   A Suitable Boy                                           
Kamila Shamsie    Home Fire                                                
Lionel Shriver   We need to Talk about Kevin           
Zadie Smith   NW/White Teeth 
Kathryn Stockett  The Help                                                                  
Donna Tartt   The Goldfinch     

https://www.waterstones.com/author/chimamanda-ngozi-adichie/476415


               

                
 

Poetry 
Pre 1900 
William Blake     Songs of Innocence and Experience                                           
Elizabeth Barrett Browning   Sonnets from the Portuguese                                                     
Thomas Gray                                    Selected Poems                                                                             
Heaney’s translation   Beowulf                                                                                         
Alexander Pope     The Rape of the Lock                                                                    
Alfred, Lord Tennyson     Idylls of the King          

   

Post 1900 
Yehuda Amichai     Selected Poems    
Simon Armitage     Selected Poems                                                                             
Wendy Cope                                     Making Cocoa for Kingsley Amis                                               
Carol Ann Duffy                          Rapture                                                                                          
T S Eliot      Prufrock and Other Observations                                              
Robert Frost     Home Burial, Mending Wall, Directive                                     
Seamus Heaney     Death of a Naturalist                                                                   
Ted Hughes     Birthday Letters                                                                            
Jackie Kay     The Adoption Papers                                                                    
Philip Larkin         Whitsun Weddings                                                                       
Robert Lowell     For the Union Dead                                                                      
Daljit Nagra                                      Look, We Have Coming to Dover!                                              
Sylvia Plath     Ariel                                                                                                 
Sharon Olds     Stag’s Leap                                                                                     
Jo Shapcott     Selected Poems                                                                              
Stevie Smith     Selected Poems                                                                             
Derek Walcott                   Selected Poems      

 

Drama                                                        
  Pre 1900 

Aphra Behn     The Rover                                                                                          
Henrik Ibsen     A Doll’s House                                                                                  
Ben Jonson     The Alchemist                                                                                   
Christopher Marlowe    The Jew of Malta                                                                             
Oscar Wilde     The Importance of Being Ernest       
                                              

Post 1900  

Samuel Beckett     Waiting for Godot                                                                            
Alan Bennett     The History Boys                                                                               
Steven Berkoff     East                                                                                                     
Caryl Churchill     Top Girls 
Brian Friel     Translations                                                                                             
Terry Griffiths     Comedians                                                                                         
Rebecca Leincowitz    The Night Season                                                                             
Arthur Miller     All My Sons/Death Of a Salesman                                                                        
Eugene O’Neill     Long Day’s Journey into Night                                                        
John Osborne     Look Back in Anger                                                                           
Harold Pinter     The Caretaker                                                                                    
Harold Pinter     The Birthday Party                                                                            
George Bernard Shaw    Pygmalion                                                                                          
Timberlake Wertenbaker    All Our Country’s Good/Love of a Nightingale   
Tennessee Williams   Cat on a Hot Tin Roof                                                                    


