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Dear Parents

Pesachitovingh y 12 aA3K{GXodzi Y ye 2 fwasdding Aoftheafaster? Zhie BiorhgtBnuzbfR
teachers and students all say thtetm should be nearly oveNon-Jewish schools are looking forward to their holidays
I ¥S¢ RIFI2aQ GAYST 2N I 6SS1 I yRzil ¢B8ONS /NGa DWW yO & Yid
three weeks after that. The truth is that an early Easter and a late Peszafles an unholy mess in term date$ose of
you with all your offspring at JCoSS are in a happy position and many are taking advantageak cdtes to take
holidays much more cheaply than usual. The rest of us would be very grateful if yoawaidigaradingt smuglyg
especially in front of those of us who have no common holiday time with our farthigespring Not that we are in any
way bitter, you understand.

| have been trying to squeeze some spiritual benefit out ofdiseuption Irconvenient as it all is, | am glad that the dat
move around as they dgeven ifwe might wish thathe Almightycouldbring Christians and Jewso line on this issue.
Easter* is reliably on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the speqgginox (what could be simpler than that?)
and | like the way this ties it organically into both solar and lunar calerdassf sun, moon and religion were in a danc
The same dance is going on, albeit with slightly different steps, for thegiaitPesach and for theming of leap months
in the Jewish calendar. These dances are perfectly predictable and regular, yet constantly changing so that you s¢
familiar in a slightly new way each time. News reports in January announced plans to sisatiaediate of Easter:
while | can see the benefits of this | would personally be sad to see the dance come to an end.

For all the powenf our technologyto allow life to continue unaffected biye passing of seasons, and evernday and
night, it is goodstill to feel the force ofpatterns of nature that haventhralledhuman civilisatiosfor thousands of years
The heavenly bodies, in their very different wagne beautiful, powerful, enduring and endlessly fascinatitigy
exerciseprofound infuence in our lives and yare wholly out of our control, and in that sense are apt symbols for the
divine. We may try to systematise their behaviour, but we are but tiny passing specks in the light of their massive
silent music. Perhaps there isrppective that we can gain from that: triumphs and defeats that look huge from grou
level are dwarfed and rigkgized by comparison.

Plenty of opportunities to practise this are in the pages that follow. There are many sucsessesf them glitterirg
and even gloable, andthere is one stoical reflection upon disappointment (see if you can findMg need, to quote
YALX Ay3a: WwWi2 YSSG gAGK GNARdzYLIK | YR RA @re additonaresoyréeg G N
another triumphin its own wayc may helpwith this:6 A § KAy I FS¢ K2dz2NBE 2F (G4KS [/ KI
extending the school day, Orli Vegincent (Y11) had penned a searing and uncompromising response to it for the
Guardian which you can read hdmép://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/mar/17/longeschoothours
georgeosbornebudget. | include this as a necessary counterbalance to the letter we received from Nick Gibb MP,
Minister for Schools, commending JCoSS for its excellent GSCE results (separately attached towiith ¢msil
newsletter). We are proud of the achievement$ our studentsand staff but the last word gesto Orli:
d KAf RNBY IINByQl lfglreéa GKS FAYAAKSR LINRPRdAzOGD LQ
through eating when their children bring them home in year 2. We are by no medastpkut all the right
ingredients are in there somewhere. We just need a good environment to flourish and grow; we need prope
a focus on our wellbeing and the chance to be children.

Patrick Moriarty
Headteacher

(* We will ignore for now the fet that Eastern Orthodox church@sork it out differently:suchlongstanding bitter feud
aretotally aliento Jewish tradition anddoubté 2 dZQR S @S NX)dzy RSNBR G yR A



http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/mar/17/longer-school-hours-george-osborne-budget
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Year 12 Trip to New York

Over February half term (Y418" Feb 2016), 32 Year 12 students went on a 5 day trip to Newa¢odmpanied by
Mr Lorrimer, MrKennedy, Ms Hayeem and Ms Winthrgpaying3 blocks away from Central Park. The trip include
visits to NBC film Studios, the United Nat and a Tour of Macys with eenshandising expert. Students also went
up the Empire State Building, took the fetoythe Statue 6 Liberty in the snow, went to Centrahfk and had a
guided tour of Wall Street and the financial district. With lots of additional time for sightseeing and shapgnegt
time was had by all.
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University Update

Congt (idzf F iA2ya G2 5FyASt I NByadSaAys W 2{{Q FANBROI a
to study medicine at Adrdeen and Newcastle Universitiaad is still to decide which place to acceptlow that
JCoSS"sform has seen itearlystudents siccessfully get into Oxbridge, Veterinary College and nedidine, we
KFEI@gS KAIK K2LISa F2N 2dzNJ ., S NI mu &l dzRsyldge/Mediéire K| O
programme.
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Welwyn GardenCity Youth DramaFestival

Intrigue and mysteryfilled the stageand auditorium of the Barn Theatrein Welwyn GardenCity on Monday 29" Februaryas
thirteen JCoSStudentsperformedW5 | NJ| a2 y2 NJrisHarrisonat the 72" WGCYouthDramaFestival.

Surrounded(unbeknowr) by ghoulsand ghosts,the protagonist- a property developercalled Fitzgerald(RichardGarfield)
disparaginglydisregardedany rumours about ¥ ¢ Ki&nor | 2 dzaHSveeder,his desperationto buy and renovate Darkwood
Manorwasconsistentlythwarted by the comingsandgoingsof villagersandthe ghostsof ownerspastuntil he too wasenticed
into the soulof the house,neverto be seenagain!

RichardGarfield, Dora Hirsh, Max Gold, JacobPrevezerJmogen Sanis,Mollie Murray, Charlotte Kurash,Aimee Marcus, Gili
McKewa, CidneyMiller, SamGold and Ben Haringmanformed a somewhatW & A y énsemni@eMdaving deftly and at times
menacinglyacrossthe stage,confusingFitzgeraldand takingtotal ownershipof the Manor House.Throughoutthe play, they
engagedheir audiencethroughtheir understandingof differentiation to skillfullychangecharacters.

At the final adjudicationon Saturday5™ March, the JCoSStudentswere praisedfor their ensemblework in creatinga chilling
atmospheretrue to the style of the piece. The youngteam won the LouisDavisCupfor third place.In addition, JCoS%vas
nominated for the Ball EnglandCup for the most imaginativeand effective use of the stage ¢ and Charlotte Kurashwas
nominatedfor the ! R 2 dzR A AMard fé@r NtEpfingin on the day for a castmemberwho was unwell. Charlotte did this so
seamlesslyhat the Adjudicatordid not notice!

MazalTovto the entire castand manythanksto Ms Reissnefor the costumesand makeup andto Ms Green,Ms Dearand Ms
Bennehfor helpingon the night.

Lights!Action!

TheDramaDepartmentwould like to thank the JPAfor our sixfantasticnew LEDIightsin the DramaStudio! With this state-of-
the-art technology,we can adjust and alter colours without havingto climb the accesstower. A wonderful assetfor the
Department,our GCSENdA LevelDramastudentsandthe school.

Ms SMiller
Headof CEAFaculty
Extracurricularand EnrichmentCoordinator
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MUJUProjectwith 3FF

Earlierthis term 8 girls from Years8 and 9 participated in a theatre project organisedby the 3FF(Three FaithsForum)in

KentishTown.Workingwith our link school- EdenGirlsSchool WalthamForest - the project encouragedhe girlsto explore
female figuresfrom Muslim and Jewishscripture and tradition, from which the girls createda performancefor parentsand

friends.

The successf sucha collaborationis dependenton engagementand enthusiasm,both of which was in full abundance
throughout the three days! It was most rewarding to witness the girls working together wholeheartedly investigating,
analysingand comparingfemale figuresfrom Islamand Judaism. Ledby two Dramaspecialistfrom a Jewishand Muslim
background,the girls were guided through a journey wherein together they experiencedand explored the thoughts and
actionsof, amongstothers, AnneFrank,Sarah Aasiyahand Zoella.

The performancebrought Muslim and Jewishfamiliestogether and at the Q&A sessiorwhich followed, the JCoS&nd Eden
D A NeEhaaRtudentsrespondedarticulatdy and maturely. Congratulationgo CidneyMiller, Mollie Murray, CharlotteKurash,
MayaWegier,GiliMcKewen AimeeMarcus,ImogenSanisand Shoshandelvin.

Jewish Book WeekTalk by Professor Steven Gimbel

On Monday22™ February 2016, as part of Jewish book week, we were delighted to host Professor Steven Gi
F2NJ I RA&AOdzaAaA2Yy | 02dzi KAada ySg 06221 WIAYaAlISAYyY |
[ AGSEAQ I yR T2 0Odza S Bf oiziodzhg mastadnous delsSof all wfrie, AlbetlEhstein. The talk
delivered to our ALevel Physics and Religious Studies students and delved into the work and philosophies of
scienc@&® greatest thinkersSteven Gimbel was expegngaging ath enthusiastic in his delivery and it was a
pleasure to have him here at JCoB&. were also glad to welcomel&vel physics students from Yavneh College
for the lecture. Students asked many insightful questions at the end of the lecture and we areatefyldo
Professor Gimbdbr giving up his time (ahead of an afternoon flight back to Baltimore, USA) to speak with us.
Mr Macaulay

Head of Science Faculty

WWW.]C0OSS.0rg



JCo0SS Students crowned Mastermind Champions!

We are proud and delighted to announce tleafCoSS Year 9 nedave been crowned Masterminch@mpions
2016, a competition that was hosildoy Harrow School earlier this montfihey battled against competitors from
Harrow School, North London Collegiate, JFS, Hatch End High School, Whitmore ¢tibarsicBentley Wood Hig
School.

In a highpressure University Challenge style competition two teams of Year 9 pupils from each schookdnswe
tough questions on topics including literature, maths, science, humanities and general knowledge.

W 2{{ #&#852YSQO 62y (KS 20SNIfft GAGESTI G6AGK NHzyySNZ
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Announcing the winner, quizmaster Revd James Power, chaplain to Harrow School, said Team Awesome ha
the lead most of the afternoon, butsellar buzzer round fronTeam Brilliant had levelled the scores to 109 point
each, with a sudden death decider questiorafly securing victory fofeam Awesome.

JCoSS also won the title of Best Fundraiser, having raised the most money for the chiadty, M

Mra2NAIF NIiez O2YYSYGdSR aL Y GKNAREESR F2NJo20K W/ 2
Ad (SadlySyd G2 (GKS aiGdzRSydaQ KIEINR ¢2N] |yR RSRA
up of this prestigiousampetition. | am also delighted that we were the Best Fundraiser, highlighting in a nuts
the ethos of the schodd ONB I 1 Ay 3 KAIK | OKAS@PAYy3I aSyOKSaopé

Mrs Kaye, Year 9 eordinator commenS R WL 'Y @SNE rduiNahdizm b Helighited wjttSak NJ D
ONREEALyGEfe 020K (0SFYa LISNF2N¥YSR Ay (GKAa O2YLISGA
{0dzRSYBaYAY59a2YSQ 6SNB I FyylrK .Syidg22RE {(STFlLy
{GdzRSyia Ay WeSIEY . NARTEAFIYGQ 6SNB WI YadiTa{CbherS NE 9

Both teams pictured in front of the new JCoSS mosaic in the Heart Space.
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Maths Feast Competition

On Monday 28 February, eight Year 10 students took part in a maths feaspetition at Barnwell School, Stevenage. There
were 16 teams from different schools across Hertfordshire taking part. Overall there were 6 rounds including pentomino
countdown and comprehension on anlével further maths topic (imaginary numbers). Tdtedents were split into 2 teams;
one team finished ifFIRSplace, with the other team finishing iHIRDplace. Their mathematical knowledge and problem
solving, as well as their team work was outstanding. A huge well donehad@ms on their achieveants! Students were:

Itay Yaniv, Isaac Lobatto, Samuel Lachmann, Noam Soléiisas Nuri Morad, Maya Janowski, Miki Noy and Gaby Vides.

Wt 2 Pyil NSBl BNITanir Smith

| first signedupto dothe Wt 2 Byl NeB- dédp@tition becausd felt like it would be a new experiencefor me asl hadnever
learntanypoetry by heartbefore.Whenl turned up to the schoolcompetition,there were only two people(includingme)who
were auditioning,sowhenlwon | R A Rfgel¥iicha great senseof achievementNonetheless| washonouredto goto the next
round and perform thesepoemsin front of alargeraudience Ms Fosterhelpedme alongthe way, givingme adviceon how to
readthe poems;evenwhenher carbroke down on the dayof the competitionshesacrificedher time at hometo getto the
venueon time. | hadagreattime, | met somevery nice peopleand| enjoyedrecitingmy poems.Thejudgestook an extremely
longtime to decidethe winnerandthe runner-up,
but in the end | took neither position.
Thechairof judges,RobertSeatter,came
up to me later andtold methat he thought
the recitingof my secondpoemwasdone

verywell. Althoughl wasdisappointed,

| wastouchedby hiscompliment.




Year 9 Careers Fairnsost successfuler

The third annual CaresFair for Year 9 students took place earlier this month and was a big success with
representatives from 20 careers ranging from law to hairdressing.
The event is designed to help students with the GCSE sudbjeites they are now in the process of making.
Clare Raff, Head of Careers at JCoSS&@sd&had a great selection of exhibitors, the vast majority of them pare
and students engaged well with them. We would like to thank all parents who responded &ppeaal to help us
with this event and to thosavho gave their time on the day¢
Feedback from employers was very positive with 80 per cent ranking the event 9/10 in terms of how they wo
ratethe everi 2 @GS NI f £ @ / 2 Stodénis asked A lyfdrndeFoSgRestiods, many very interesting an
informedé FyR al ff GKS LlzZLJAta 6SNB LR{AGS YR | LX St
Student feedback included:
T aLi o6Fa&a SEGNBYSte AYLERNI

my mind a bit about the GCSEs | should take.

It helped ne to think more broadly.

It helped me answer a lot of questions | had

and gives a much better understanding of what

RAFTFSNBylU 220a O2yidl Ay

Social Action at JCoSS i
) |
Harry Potter Raffle
We would like to take this opptunity to say a massive thank you to Jonathan Sands fron
The Harry Potter shop at Platform 9 36 donating such an incredible prize. If you
would like the chance to win a family trip to the Harry Potter Studio Tour, plus a tour of
the official shop aPlatform 9 & 3/4 and a goodie bag worth £25 please do buy a ticket
from reception. All proceeds whle donated to Nicki's Smilehttps://www.harrypotterplatform934.com/

Community Fun Run

The Macabi GB Community Fun Run is the biggest sporting event in the Jewish community calendar and is
celebrating its 10th year! Two of our school charities, Nicki's Smile and JWA are involved in the event and wi
looking for some JCo0SS students or ptaéo run and help raisemmoney for them. You can check out and register -
for the event hee. http://www.communityfunrun.org/reqister/



https://www.harrypotterplatform934.com/
http://www.communityfunrun.org/register/

Two JCoSS students elected to the UK Youth Parliament

We are delighted to announce that twIiCoSS studentdames Saker, Year 9, and Sam Gold, Yéavé been
elected to UK Youth Parliament, beating 22 other candidates from across Barnet for just four places.

17 Secondary Schools participated, with ov@08, votes cast from across the Borough, where James came first
Sam came fourth.

The boys have been canvassing over the past few weeks, visiting schools and speaking to students to explai
0KSe aKz2dzZ R ylingy §/da reflgees lkthd FKyanddhndwas 0 2 (
campaigning for families with children of autism, ADD and ADHD, explaining the impact that this diagnosis ca
on those diagnosed and their families. Sam has learnttimsid about this as his brother Max svdiagnosed with
autism at a young age.

James and Sam will be representing the views of young people in Barnet on a national level and in Parliame
an amazing achievement for the boys as well as the JCoSS community. The prestigious positioes nioat hold
are a credit to the dedication they showed throughout their campaigns.

.Sy TOoONrYY>Z {(dzRSylG +2A0S /22NRAYIFG2N alFARX WNBOS
2 students elected to this important position cements @laice both locally and nationally as a leading school for
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In line with British Science week, JCoSS will have a week of science themed events and competitic
running from26™ March-1% April. We are proud that this isaevent which has taken place eyerear
since the opening of JCoSS and this yeaimnillde a special science themed assembly, an-nterse
science competition and our annual birthday pafor Einstein.

Details of events and competitions will be displayed on the screens in the Heartspace.

For more information about science week, go to their website https://www.britishscienceweek.org/



